


IN THE APPEAL OF A

(a) For each currently diagnosed disorder, whether it is at
least as likely as not (a 50 percent probability or more)
that any such diagnosed disorder is related to any
event or incident in service, to include herbicide
exposure.

(b) For each currently diagnosed disorder, whether it is at
least as likely as not (a 50 percent probability or more)
that any such diagnosed disorder is caused or
aggravated by service-connected diabetes mellitus. If
the examiner determines that a there has been
aggravation as a result of diabetes mellitus, the
examiner should report the baseline level of severity of
the Veteran’s current disorder (i.e., acquired
psychiatric disorder, anemia, hypertension, and erectile
dysfunction) prior to the onset of aggravation, or by
the earliest medical evidence created at any time
between the onset of aggravation and the receipt of
medical evidence establishing the current level of
severity.

In offering any opinion, the examiner must consider the full
record, to include all lay statements of record regarding the
incurrence of the Veteran’s claimed disorders and the
continuity of symptomatology. The rationale for any
opinion offered should be provided.

4. Thereafter, the RO shall take such additional
development action with respect to the claims as it deems
proper. When the development requested has been
completed, the case should again be reviewed by the RO
on the basis of the additional evidence and readjudicated.
If the benefits sought are not granted, the Veteran and his
attorney should be furnished a supplemental statement of

-29.




