The perimeter was heavily wired with trip-flares to assist in detecting
intruders. Unfortunately, there was no use of NODs despite their avail-
ability. Additionally, most of the perimeter observation towers were
unusually low and several were set back from the perimeter, thus hindering
effective observation of parts of the perimeter lines. Also, in June

1972, the base began the construction of 81mm mortar pits.

" Physical protection in the MMS area had the potential of becoming highly

|
effective. Higher towers and adequate fencing surrounded the area; unfor-

tunately, several sections of 1ights were inoperative because required parts

were on back order from supply. Large areas of the defense perimeter were
149/

i dangerously darkened.”

Nakhon Phanom RTAFB. NKP also had the usual rainy season vegetation

problems, but heavy use of herbicides kept the growth undér control in the
fenced areas. Interior vegetation was usually kept closely cut. Lighting
around the straight perimeter was excellent and NF-2 Light-Al1l units were

placed at the drainage ditches which went through the fences. High obser-

vation towers located close to the perimeter afforded excellent visibility
at all points.
As previously mentioned, a Timited BPS detection system was installed

in 1971 around portions of the outer perimeter fence. Full coverage was

planned for late 1972. The aircraft on the flight lines were generally
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