
The perimeter was heavily wired with trip-flares to assist in detecting

i-ntruders. Unfortunately, there was no use of NODsdespite their avail-

ability. Additionally, most of the perimeter observation towers were

unusually low and several were set back from the perimeter, thus hindering

effective observation of parts of the perimeter lines. Also, in June

1972, the base began the construction of 8lmmmortar pits.
._- -

Physical protection in the MMSarea had the potential of becoming highly

effective. Higher towers and adequate fencing surrounded the area; unfor-

tunately, several sections of lights were inoperative because required parts

were on back order from supply. Large areas of the defense perimeter were
149/

dangerously darkened.---

NakhonPhanomRTAFB. NKPalso had the usual rainy season vegetation

problems, but heavy use of herbicides kept the growth under control in the

fenced areas. Interior vegetation was usually kept closely cut. Lighting

around the straight perimeter was excellent and NF-2 Light-All units were

placed "at the'drainage ditches which went through the fences. High obser-

vation towers located close to the perimeter afforded excellent visibility

at all points. .

As previously mentioned, a limited BPSdetection system was installed

in 1971 around portions of the"outer perimeter fence. Full coverage was

planned for late 1972. The aircraft on the flight lines were generally
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unrevetted and parked in line, which made them highly vulnerable to a stand-

off attack or sabotage. However, the special Task Force Alpha Project,

located on the base, was protected by high revetments and was thus impervious
l~

to all but direct hits.---

Takhli RTAFB; WhenTakhli was reactivated in May 1972, a IIbare-base

defense" concept was implemented. Designed for locations where defenses

f~ were non-existent, the concept envisioned rapid deployment of fully-equipped

~1 security personnel. Defensepersonnel were drawnfrom the SPECSprogramand,
equipment was to have either been brought with the units or supplied from

other PACAFresources. Unfortunately, in several cases the SPECSunits

came without any support equipment and in no case did they bring vehicles

or communications equipment. Consequently, they were dependent on PACAF

support. Extra equipment was drawn from several bases, including those in

Thailand, but the timeliness and quality of the support was frequently

less than desirable. For example, several battery chargers for the por-

tabie -radios<were 'inoperative when received, as was one of the M-60machine
151/

guns Ubonand NKPboth sent base communications stations to Takh1i,

but both were received without any transistors or tubes. The mobile radio
152/

unit from Korat was inoperative when received.---

On 15 Maythe base defenders, possessing only 15 portable radios,

were severely limited due to'the.cOmmunications deficiencies. They received

29 more in early June, but there were over 100 defensive posts to be manned

during the critical evening hours. Finally, on 1 July, Takhli received an
153/

additional shipment ~f 220 surplus radios from Vietnam.---
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