
CHAPTERIII

PHYSICALDEFENSESANDLIMITATIONS

Introduction

An effective base physical defense environment has as its goal four

objectives: the detection, detention, and destruction of the enemy; and,

of greatest importance, the preservation of vital resources while accom-
I

plishing the preceding objectives.

This chapter briefly considers four aspects of physical defenses as

they existed in Thailand from 1968 to 1972. First, it examines active

defense systems designed to aid personnel in the detection, containment,

~, and response to an enemyintrusion. Then, the chapter details passive.

defense measuresdesigned to protect personnel and vital resources during

an attack. It explores the limitations imposed by natural conditions

as well as political and economic constraints on the use of defensive

devices. Finally, it briefly discusses someof the specific difficulties. .

and achievements. No effort is madeto duplicate concepts discussed in

PACAFM207-25.
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TwoCHECOreports on base defense concepts and measures in the

Republic of Vietnam provide aqditional information.123/

Active and Passive Defense ~easures

The first "ring of defensell within the bounds of USAFresponsibility

.was the base perimeter, usually composedof fence lines and other integrated
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